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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

8:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:10 PM, Wednesday, May 15, 2013 at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 
    Andrea Eisenberg 

Patty Kiernan 
 
Members Absent:  Bruce Hartleben 
 
Staff Present:  Robert Melillo 
 
Staff Absent:  None 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
1. Jim Harte Nissan    Case ARB12-37 
 271 No. Bedford Road   Signage – approval  
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549   for variance signs 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Jim Harte Nissan.  Steve Chester from Signs Ink 
appeared before the Board.  Mr. Chester explained that they had been before the 
Zoning Board for variances for the pylon sign and a building wall sign for Jim Harte 
Nissan.  They had originally requested a 15’ ground sign and received a variance for 
a 12’ ground sign with a larger sign face and 24” letters for their Nissan sign.  Mr. 
Chester said there was proposed additional signage for service that had been 
requested for inside the building but that the Zoning Board of Appeals had denied 
that sign.  Mr. Chester indicated that they might proceed with a couple of way-
finding signs under 3 square feet that are exempt under the Sign Law. 
 
Motion: Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the signage as 
presented.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
2. Scott May      Case #ARB11-24 
 77 Willetts Road     Modifications to 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    prior ARB approval 
        Residential alteration 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Scott May before the Board.  Scott May, homeowner, 
and Michael Piccirillo, architect, appeared before the Board.  This case is returning to 
the Board for design changes made without Board approval. 
 
Mr. Piccirillo started by apologizing to the Board for the design changes made during 
the course of construction.  Chairman MacDonald said he wanted to be clear that this 
behavior was not ok with the Board.   He said Mr. Piccirillo has a professional 
obligation to follow the rules of the State and the municipality and to allow 
something to be built that was not approved for his client is not ok and it cannot 
happen again. 
 
Mr. Piccirillo proceeded to cover the changes that were made during construction.  
He said primarily in the sun room/office, windows were removed from the design, 
and the brackets on the front of the house were changed from 16” to 12”.  The front 
door was changed.  He said some of the changes were made for budgetary reasons 
and others for furniture placement.  Patty Kiernan pointed out that additionally the 
windows on the front façade of the sunroom were shorter.  Mr. Piccirillo said that 
dormers were also added in the front in keeping with other houses on the street. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the changes are not insignificant and the Board would not 
be rubber-stamping the changes.  He said next time the architect should come back 
for approval for the changes being made.  Chairman MacDonald said adding dormers 
and changing window sizes is not insignificant.  He said this Board is reasonable but 
in other towns, they would not be so lucky.   
 
Patty Kiernan asked about the shutters not be added and that putting them back 
would be very nice.  Chairman MacDonald added that it would not be a significant 
cost to add them and having the shutters would be more in keeping with the 



 2 ARB Meeting 5/15/13 
 

neighborhood.  Mr. May said he would review the suggestion with his wife.  Chairman 
MacDonald said the front door change was a significant improvement, and the 
dormers, although a significant add, he does not have an issue with them.  He said 
he did have an issue with the side treatment being removed under the windows on 
the sunroom.  He said although he understands not running the treatment across the 
side of the room, something should be added to handle the corner of that room.   
Andrea Eisenberg said she was still trying to understand why the treatment was not 
used as proposed in the front.  Mr. Piccirillo said the furniture placement in the now 
home office required the windows being raised and he was concerned about having 
more than a third of the wall paneled.  It was no longer an accessory to the window.  
Chairman MacDonald said he understands the concern with proportion but not having 
the treatment leaves the house not coming up to the standard of the neighborhood.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said this project would not be decided today.  The purpose of 
the appearance was to discuss the changes that were made and the issues that the 
Board has with them.  He said again, the door is an improvement and the dormers 
are fine, and putting the shutters back will be an improvement.  He said the corner 
area is unfortunate, especially with the money being invested in the neighborhood.  
Mr. May said that you can’t see under the windows with the bush located in front of 
them and with all the trees that have come down in the neighborhood from storms, 
the area has really opened up.  Chairman MacDonald said he drove down the street 
and as you approach the house you can clearly see this corner.  He said they should 
kick it around and come back with some options.  He told Mr. May he was doing 
himself a disservice by not coming up with a solution.  
 
Mr. Piccirillo asked if there was any way to get approval so the applicants can close 
out their loan.  Chairman MacDonald said he was open to giving a tentative approval 
with an option of the homeowner and architect coming back with options in the next 
week so they don’t have to wait a month. 
 
MOTION:  Patty Kiernan made a motion to accept the modified plans with 
the exception of the applicant returning before the next meeting to present 
a solution for the front/side elevation of the sunroom/office and put the 
shutters back on the house.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All 
Ayes. 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. C&M Signs      Case #ARB13-17 
 295 Main Street     Signage 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
    
Chairman MacDonald called 295 Main Street, C&M Signs.  John Oliva, C&M Signs 
appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Oliva said he is proposing a new directory sign is to replace an existing directory 
sign to accommodate new tenants in the building, with a priority for the first floor 
tenants and smaller offices upstairs.  Chairman MacDonald asked if there were a 
possibility of five major tenants and four smaller ones?  Mr. Oliva said yes.  Mr. Oliva 
said they built in extra panels for future tenants.  Chairman MacDonald asked if there 
was going to be lighting for the sign.  Mr. Oliva said no. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the sign looked rotated.  Mr. Oliva said the sign is going to 
be perpendicular to the road.  The sign is proposed to be black with ivory panels and 
each tenant to have their own colors for lettering.  He said they wanted to give the 
tenants some flexibility so everything wasn’t the same.  Andrea Eisenberg said the 
building is wide and maybe a wider, shorter sign would work better.  Patty Kiernan 
asked if all the signs would incorporate blue colors.  Mr. Oliva said these two tenants 
happen to have blue in their sign but he didn’t want to have everyone have the 
same.  Patty Kiernan asked if the lettering could be kept black on the ivory.  Mr. 
Oliva suggested that the blue lettering looks good with the ivory background.  Patty 
Kiernan said the sign dimensionally works and she wouldn’t mind the logos in black.  
Mr. Oliva said he added the blue for some color on the sign.  Patty Kiernan asked if 
they could lose the extra verbiage on the sign?  Chairman MacDonald said it could go 
one of two ways: one the font and information could all be black or they could leave 
the colors on the signs but lose some of the text.  Mr. Oliva asked if the letters could 
be changed to all blue.   
 
MOTION:  Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the sign frame 
with blue letters for everything with the exception of white to be included in 
the Christe Insurance logo.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
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2. Peachwave Mount Kisco    Case #ARB13-12 
 37 So. Moger Avenue    Signage 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549   
 
Chairman MacDonald called Peachwave Mount Kisco.  James Caris from John Meyer 
Consulting appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Caris explained that Peachwave Mount Kisco, a new frozen yogurt store, is 
currently under construction.  The signage they have proposed complies with the 
Comprehensive Sign Package for the building – two wall signs and a blade sign, dark 
green background with gold letters.   
 
Chairman MacDonald agreed that the signage was consistent with the building and 
the sign package.  He said there are arches on the façade and the signs are located 
within the arch above the storefront windows. 
 
MOTION:  Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to accept the application as 
presented to the Board.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All Ayes. 
 
3. Chop’t Creative Salad Co.   Case #ARB13-13 
 53 So. Moger Avenue   Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Chop’t Creative Salad Company.  Mr. Steve Marsh, 
Program Manager, appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Marsh said this application is also a part of a Comprehensive Sign Package 
created by the landlord and they have attempted to meet the criteria with one 
exception, they are placing the “Creative Salad Co” on a green back band.  He 
handed out an example of their signage at a location in Rye.  Mr. Marsh showed the 
Board samples of the materials to be used in the sign. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said his initial reaction when looking at the sign rendering was 
that the green wasn’t centered over the door.  He initially preferred the second 
option because option one looked a little odd where the sign feels off-center even if 
it’s not.  Mr. Marsh said his concern is that the “Creative Salad Co’’ gets smaller and 
on the brick it gets washed out.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if they wanted to stack the 
letters.  Mr. Marsh said they did not.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the lights were 
symmetrical on the door.  Mr. Marsh said the lights and awning frames exist.  They 
will be recovering the awnings with a “spruce green” canvas. 
 
MOTION:  Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve Version 1 as presented 
with the green background behind “Creative Salad Co”.  Andrea Eisenberg 
seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
4. Tommie Copper    Case #ARB13-14 
 74 So. Moger Avenue   Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Tommie Copper.  Tom Kalish, owner and Kimberly 
Mallard, General Manager, appeared before the Board. 
 
Ms. Mallard said they are proposing an exterior sign made of 1” thick cut aluminum 
letters to be mounted on the brick.  The letter height complies with the Code. 
Andrea Eisenberg asked if the lights were already up.  Ms. Mallard said they were 
not.  Andrea Eisenberg asked about the sign not being located over the door.  Mr. 
Kalish said there is no “over the door” with the architecture of the building.  He said 
they gutted the building and rebuilt it.   
 
Chairman MacDonald indicated that this was one of the cases written about in a 
letter in the Board’s packet.  He said he does not have an issue with the location.  He 
questioned the mounting height versus the lights.  The second issue involves the 
color and type of lights.  He said the logo is cutting edge and the lights are old 
fashioned.  He suggested a more contemporary fixture maybe in white so it falls 
away with the building.  Tom Kalish suggested lights in the soffit pointing down at 
the lights rather than the gooseneck lights.  The Board was very positive to the 
suggestion of having the lights out of sight.  There was also a brief discussion of 
changing the color of the shutters and railing from blue to possibly black.  Chairman 
MacDonald thought the black would connect with the lettering in the sign.  Ms. 
Mallard asked if they wanted to change the color, would they have to return to the 
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Board.  Chairman MacDonald said they would have to present it but the Board would 
be open to options.   
 
MOTION:  Andrea Eisenberg approved the application with the modification 
to install three recessed lights in the soffit shining down at the sign. Patty 
Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes.   Note:  Chairman MacDonald 
indicated on the approved copy that there would be three new “recessed 
lights”/wall washer, white trim, LED preferred, no drop downs and no 
exposed conduits. 
 
Chairman MacDonald called the next two cases together and heard the façade 
changes application and then the sign application. 
 
6. NY Stone     Case #ARB13-16 
 105 Kisco Avenue    Façade Changes 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called NY Stone.  Mr. Phillip Ceradini, architect, and Mr.’s Jay 
Martino and Jamie Scoli, owners, appeared before the Board.   
 
Mr. Ceradini showed the Board photos of the existing building, which is the former 
Richard’s Lumber.  NY Stone is a supply yard with some new items in the yard.  The 
hardware store will be remaining.  He showed the Board photos of the neighboring 
buildings on Kisco Avenue.   He said all of these buildings were put there in the late 
60’s as part of the Urban Renewal projects.  They are looking to refurbish the tired 
and dated façade and breathe some new life and invest in the building and the area.   
The buildings at the other end of Kisco Avenue (Lexus, BMW) have been redone and 
this is the kickoff for this end of Kisco Avenue.  They are trying to balance the look 
with the budget on this project, as they have already invested a lot in purchasing the 
property and getting everything up and running and then do a renovation.  Mr. 
Ceradini said most of the activity is on the front façade.  They are leaving the 
existing windows.  On the bottom floor there is the entry and a set of glass windows 
that exist and split face block wall.  They are proposing to add spandrels through the 
header of the windows into the underside of the existing windows.  The existing 
windows are residential scale double hung windows.  He is widening the spandrel 
area.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the windows are being replaced.  Mr. Ceradini said no. 
He said he coming under the sill and the screening is forward of the window.  
Chairman MacDonald asked if the bottom line of the windows is still the bottom line.  
Mr. Ceradini said that was correct.  He said he is incorporating the dark spandrel into 
the horizontal line. He said he is emphasizing the existing natural column lines and 
at the top he is doing the opposite coming from the drip edge down to the top of the 
existing windows to widen that spandrel at the top. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the gray material represents stucco.  Mr. Ceradini said 
yes, it is basically a stow system over metal studs and they are going to variegate 
the depth to get shadow lines between what he wants to emphasize and extend it 
out on each end.  Chairman MacDonald asked if this would be wrapping around the 
sides of the building?  Mr. Ceradini said the horizontal treatment is wrapping around 
the sides.  The screening will not be wrapped around the sides.  On the opposite side 
of the building on the yard side, they are proposing to continue the spandrels and 
emphasis on the vertical columns but leave the split face that is there as is. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked how the metal screening would work.  Mr. Ceradini said 
that the brass screen material is in a metal frame that would be placed only on the 
front of the building.  Chairman MacDonald asked what happens to the concrete 
block.  Mr. Ceradini said they are going to leave it although there is a possibility they 
are going to stain it.   
 
Mr. Ceradini said at the main entrance they are proposing a canopy about 6 feet off 
the face of the building and they are extending vertical columns above the roof line 
leaving an opening in between to emphasize the entry.  They are also planning to 
raise the two corner pieces 18 inches to balance to anchor the building on each end.  
They are trying to give the building more body and anchor it to the property better. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said down below there appears to be a green stipple 
camouflage.  Mr. Ceradini said that is English ivy that they will let come up the split 
face block but keep it tightly trimmed so it stays within the block.  Mr. Ceradini said 
the blue awning ties into their corporate logo and looks good with the rest of the 
material colors.   
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Patty Kiernan asked about the colors on the building.  Mr. Scoli showed her their 
business card and indicated that they are trying to stick with variations of those 
colors.  Patty Kiernan asked if you are going to be able to see the windows through 
the screening.  Mr. Ceradini said they would be faintly seen but there will be a lot of 
reflection from the material.  Chairman MacDonald asked how far out from the 
windows would the screening be placed.  Mr. Ceradini said it projects about 4 inches 
out from the window.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said the building needs improvement and he feels they have 
gone a long way with that.  He had some comments regarding the storefront.  He 
said they should at least replace the glass because there is a fairly dark tint on the 
existing glass that will make it difficult to see what is going on in the store.  Mr. 
Ceradini said they have discussed doing that.  Chairman MacDonald said that it 
would really lighten the building up because the entrance is currently so dark.  
Chairman MacDonald said he is concerned about the sides because when you are 
driving along the street, they are incredibly dismal.  Mr. Ceradini said they are going 
to do the returns in brushed pewter on the horizontal lines and diamond dust color 
on the vertical columns.  Chairman MacDonald said there are a lot of good things 
going on but he would look to freshen up the block.  Mr. Martino said they could 
spray the block with a lighter color to freshen it up and tie into the new colors on the 
front.  Mr. Ceradini said they are added a stone veneer to the split face block wall in 
the front of the yard as well. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said to summarize, the proposal is a tremendous improvement.  
He said to paint the block on the sides of the building to work with the proposed 
palate.  He makes a strong recommendation to remove the tint from the entrance 
glass.  Patty Kiernan asked if the framing is bronzed.  Mr. Scoli said they would love 
to change the glass but they don’t know what the cost will be.  Chairman MacDonald 
suggested if they could pull it off, they should. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked about lighting.  Mr. Ceradini said there would be lights 
flanking the front door and a side door that is the entry to the upper level.  He 
pointed out the fixture examples in the application packet.  The round lights will be 
in a bronze color.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the trees were new or existing on the 
site.  Mr. Ceradini said the trees are already there.   
 
Chairman MacDonald thanked the applicants for submitting such a detailed packet.  
Andrea Eisenberg asked when they expected to open.  Mr. Ceradini said the yard is 
currently up and running and they are hoping to open the hardware store around 
Memorial Day.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said to summarize, the Board is fine with everything with the 
understanding that the split face block on the sides will be painted to match and a 
strong recommendation to the glazing on the storefront be phased in to clear glass. 
 
MOTION:  Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the application as 
presented with the modification to painting the split face block and a strong 
recommendation that the door be changed to clear.  Patty Kiernan seconded 
the motion.  All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ceradini said as an aside, the middle storage building on the property, when 
Richards sold roofing, they put samples of roofing colors on the roof.  They would 
like to strip that and shingle it all one color. 
 
MOTION:  Chairman MacDonald made a second motion to accept the roofing 
as submitted for the back building.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All 
ayes.  
 
5. NY Stone     Case #ARB13-15 
 105 Kisco Avenue    Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Mr. Scoli explained that they are promoting a new concept with their business.  They 
decided not to go with True Value or Ace because they want to remain an 
independent hardware store.  This will be a full hardware business that caters to the 
homeowner.  Richards catered more to contractors.  They want to give back to the 
community a hardware store that is good for everybody.  Patty Kiernan asked if they 
provide services as well.  Mr. Scoli said they do not offer services will offer services 
through their preferred contractors.  He said their overall concept is a one stop shop 
for everyone. 
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Chairman MacDonald said signage is important.  He said his reaction to the main 
sign looks like a post-it on the front of the building. He is not comfortable with seeing 
an image of the State on the building but likes the portion of the sign with their 
name.  He feels the sign needs a better location, possibly above the door.  Maybe 
use the logo on the window next to the entrance.  Mr. Ceradini said having the 
signage too high on the building gets lost driving back and forth on the street.  Patty 
Kiernan agreed with signage not being seen that is too high, but she also has some 
concerns with their presentation.  Mr. Ceradini said they could work on some other 
concepts for the signage.   
 
Chairman MacDonald tabled this application.  The applicants will consider some 
options and return for review. 
 
Minutes: 
 
April 17, 2013: 
 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the minutes of April 17, 
2013.  Chairman MacDonald seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


